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where else. I only want to 
represent Rochester and 
Strood. 

“People on the doorstep 
are talking to me about 
the economy. They are 
talking about benefits. 
They are talking about 
housing. They are talking 
about immigration.  Peo-

ple are thinking about who 
is going to run the country.”

Ms Tolhurst was a commu-

nity campaigner encouraged to become 
a councillor in 2011. She was fast-tracked 
as a parliamentary candidate following 
Mr Reckless’s defection.

She claims his defection boosted 
membership of the local Tory associa-
tion. “Effectively we were left without 
representation for six weeks,” she said. 
“For the local people, it was very, very 
difficult.”

Rochester and Strood have increas-
ingly become London commuter 
towns, boosted by the arrival of the 

High Speed 1 route that links the north 
Kent and Medway area to St Pancras. 
Earnings are around the national aver-
age while unemployment is low.

Ms Tolhurst says its dockyard history 
has meant immigration had been a fact 
of life for centuries, and it was no Ukip 
heartland. “People have always come 
to Medway for work,” she said. 

“We have always had a transient com-
munity.”

She said Ukip decided not to put up 
a candidate against Mr Reckless in 2010 

as it knew of his Eurosceptic views. His 
near-10,000 majority was over Labour, 
which came second. Its by-election 
candidate Naushabah Khan, who works 
in public affairs in London and whose 
hobbies include kick-boxing, is stand-
ing again.

Further down the high street, the 
front window of Mr Reckless’s office is 
displaying Ukip merchandise. He  
said sales of Ukip-branded high-visibil-
ity vests, “Genuine Belgian Damp  
Rag Herman Van Rompuy” tea towels 
(£2) and rosettes (£1) were boosting 
party coffers.

On the streets, Jennifer Curno said 
she would continue to vote for Mr Reck-
less. “Where he goes, we go,” she said. 
“He is from Rochester and he knows 

how people feel.” An undertaker also 
pledged his vote, recognising the  
seat was on a knife-edge. “It’s close, 
Mark,” he said.

Canvassing in Strood, Danielle 
Wynne, 24, opens the door to Mr Reck-
less and instantly recognises him — he 
helped get her and husband Michael 
re-housed and she is full of gratitude.

“I think my vote is with you,” she said, 
his Ukip status neither counting for or 
against him. “After everything you have 
done to help me in the past, I have got 
no issue with you at all.”

Mr Reckless says Ukip’s ambitions are 
merely to win “at least a handful” of 
seats, but won’t be pinned down on a 
number. He predicts a “reasonably 
clean fight” with his old party — after a 
court action ended in his favour.

Medway Conservatives had attempted 
to recoup “several thousands of 
pounds” it spent promoting Mr Reck-
less. The claim was thrown out of 
court, and the party was ordered to 
pay his £1,850 legal fees. “It was like 
leaving your job and having to reim-
burse your employer for unused busi-
ness cards,” Mr Reckless said.

He claimed he was garnering most 
support from the 45 to 65 age group, 
in particular disillusioned Labour vot-
ers. “We are challenging the cosy con-
sensus of Establishment parties,” he 
said. “Part of how they keep others out 
is to demonise those who challenge 
them. Ukip is a decent party with 
decent mainstream people fighting for 
Britain. I’m happy to add my weight to 
that fight.”                @RossLydall

Chattendon jokes with Ms Tolhurst that 
her non-stop canvassing means she 
barely finds time to stop for a coffee.

She likes the fact Ms Tolhurst runs her 
own local business, a marine surveying 
firm, and says she plans to vote Tory. 
“Last general election, I think I voted 
Tory,” Ms Chattendon said. “I will prob-
ably stick. If Labour force me to pay 
the living wage of £8 an hour, I would 
be straight out of business.”

Ms Tolhurst appears reluctant to see 
herself on the front line of the battle to 
stop Ukip, preferring to talk about the 
benefits of a recovering economy 
under the Tories, and who deserves 
the keys to 10 Downing Street.

But such is the strategic importance 
of Rochester and Strood that it was the 
location for Samantha Cameron’s 
first solo campaign visit, with 
Ms Tolhurst at a special needs 
school in Rainham. Tory 
chief whip Michael Gove 
has been to the constitu-
ency, and the Prime Min-
ister is also expected.

“It’s about standing 
up for local people,” 
Ms Tolhurst said, 
declining to indulge 
in a verbal sparring 
match with Ukip. 
“For me, it’s very 
much about being able 
to represent the area 
and the people I know 
and I’m part of. 

“I would never try to 
be a candidate any-

Second time 
lucky? The small 
business owner 
hoping to topple 
Ukip defector

Ross Lydall

I
F Kelly Tolhurst has her way, 
Rochester and Strood will be 
where the wheels come off the 
Ukip bandwagon. The personable 
small business owner, 36, has 

been given a second crack at defeating 
Ukip’s Mark Reckless, after the Tory 
candidate did better than expected in 
last November’s by-election.

Then Mr Reckless became Ukip’s 
second MP, following Douglas Carswell 
in Clacton, after defecting from the 
Tories last September at the start of 
their party conference.

But his majority was cut from 9,953 
to 2,920. With turnout in the general 
election expected to be markedly 
higher, and without the media circus 
that accompanies a by-election, he 
admits that defeat is a possibility.

Concerns among Ukip supporters 
mounted when private Ukip polling 
earlier this month reportedly predicted 
Mr Reckless was likely to be defeated.

“I think it’s going to be tight,” he told 
the Standard. “I have got a good fight-
ing chance. I might win. I might lose. 
It’s an uncharted situation.”

Six months of campaigning have 
meant that both candidates are recog-
nised on the street. At Dot Cafe in 
Rochester High Street, owner Sandy 

Battle: Tory Kelly Tolhurst in Rochester. 
Above, Ukip’s Mark Reckless with Danielle 
Wynne, whom he helped find a home. 
Inset, Samantha Cameron on a visit

WiTH the race still tied and the 
campaign becoming more bitter, new 
polling has highlighted the potential 
for “shy Ukippers” to confound the 
pollsters. 

in 1992, “shy Tories” notoriously 
helped skew poll results, underplaying 
the Tories’ real lead. it was a fiasco for 
the polling industry, which afterwards 
changed its methods to “weight” for 
such factors.

now youGov has asked if people 
would be embarrassed to tell family 
and friends that they supported a 
particular party: 55 per cent said they 
would be embarrassed to admit to 
voting for Ukip. That’s the figure for all 
voters, not just Ukip ones, but it still 
suggests that Ukip’s image might 

inhibit some supporters from telling 
pollsters the truth.

The latest ashcroft constituency polls 
at the weekend showed Ukip was 
winning in the closely fought three-way 
battle for Thurrock, although with Mark 
reckless losing in rochester and 
Strood, which he won for Ukip in last 
november’s by-election.

Meanwhile, youGov today has labour 
one point ahead nationally, on 34 per 
cent. The same poll puts the two main 
parties level at 35 per cent in England 
and Wales only: the Tories enjoyed a 
lead of 11.4 points here in 2010. david 
Cameron’s party will have to do better 
than a draw in England to have a 
chance of holding on to power.
@hernehillandy

2/1
Odds that the Tories will win the  
most seats but Ed Miliband will become 
Prime Minister

Political Punter
James Moore
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BETTinG markets are often held to be a 
better predictor of political outcomes 
than polls. 

people always have the option of 
lying to the latter, but when it comes to 
risking money on something they’re 
much more likely to reveal their  
true feelings. 

if that’s so, david Cameron needs to 
pull a rabbit out of his hat if he wants to 
stay in no 10. 

The odds on Mr Cameron remaining 
prime Minister are lengthening, and is 
it any wonder when nicola Sturgeon 
says her party will prop up a labour 
government even if Ed Miliband’s  

party trails badly in terms of number  
of seats? 

ladbrokes now makes it 2/1 that the 
Tories will win the most seats but suffer 
the indignity of Mr Miliband penning 
the Queen’s Speech as the next prime 
Minister. it speaks volumes that this 
outcome started out as a 10/1 shot but 
even at the current odds it looks a 

decent bet to these eyes. Mr Cameron 
has been cut from 10/11 to 4/6 to quit 
as Tory leader this year. That seems a 
sure thing if Mr Miliband becomes pM, 
and he’s 8/13 generally to do that with 
the odds still falling. 

ladbrokes reports “good money” on 
Boris Johnson to be the next Tory 
leader, clipping the price in to 7/4  
from 9/4. 

you can still get a best price 5/2 from 
Coral, but i wouldn’t risk it given how 
uncertain leadership elections can be 
and how rare it is for the early favourite 
to get the call when the votes are 
counted. 
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